
Third Sunday of Lent – Cycle C 
Fifth Anniversary and Memorial of St. Katharine Drexel 
March 6-7, 2010 
Exodus 3:1-8, 13-15; Romans 12: 2-3; Luke 13: 1-9. 
 
Today’s first reading from the Book of Exodus sets the stage for our 
other readings and the backdrop of our anniversary celebration as a 
community of faith and indeed our journey this Lent. 
 
Moses is tending the flocks.  He sees a burning bush which is not 
consumed, and he hears his name called out from the blaze.  When 
Moses responds, “Here I am,” he is warned to “come no nearer.”  The 
spot on which he stands is holy ground.  He encounters the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God who has come to rescue his people. 
Yet Moses is hesitant: “If they ask me ‘what is his name?’ what am I to 
tell them?” God says, “I Am who am. This is what you shall tell the 
Israelites: I AM sent me to you.  This is my name forever. This is my 
title for all generations.”  
 
This section of Exodus begins an account of the relationship between 
God and the Israelites. Their God will be a God of free covenant, A God 
who personally intervenes to save them. “I AM will always be with 
them.”  This too is our God – God who calls us into being, God who 
creates, redeems and sustains that which he loves, and God who is 
forever in relationship to and with us. The God who is existence itself is 
the giver and gift of all gifts.  God is the cause of all that is. 
 
Certainly there are many ways for human beings to encounter God.  
But tellingly, God came not just to Moses, not just to Abraham, not just 
to Isaac or Jacob but through them God came into relationship with all 
the Israelites, God desired to save a community of people who were his 
own.  Then “in the fullness of time” as the Scriptures put it God came 
himself in the person of Jesus Christ to share in our humanity, to call all 
the people to new life and freedom.  Jesus formed a community and 
through sending his Apostles and disciples out in his name he desired 
that the “holy ground” of our encounter with God be in and through the 
community of “the people of God,” the Church.  
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And so for us, in this time, the momentous opportunity set before us to 
encounter God, to experience “holy ground” is in the Church - the 
universal community of God’s people, but even more intimately for us 
as members of the local Church of the Archdiocese of St. Paul and 
Minneapolis our particular “holy ground” is the Catholic Community 
of Saint Katharine Drexel.  I will never forget what Father Timothy 
Nolan told Sister Dianne and me early on when SKD first began.  We 
spent time talking with a number of priest’s who had founded parishes 
and in our conversation with him he shared a statement born of his 
deep faith and it stirred my heart with tremendous hope. “God has had 
it in mind for all time that this parish, St. Katharine Drexel should 
exist.” 
 
God always desires a response to his initiative.  He called Moses and 
expected that Moses would respond and lead the Israelites from 
oppression to freedom.  Jesus called and sent the apostles and expected 
a response in the living of their lives for the sake of the Gospel and the 
furthering of the Kingdom of God.  What is our response to God’s call 
for us to be this community of faith – here and now in this place? 
 
First, let me say that the response of the members of SKD over our first 
five years has been tremendous and passionate, in so many ways and on 
so many levels. From involvement in the many ministries within the 
parish (over 70% of our registered members are involved in one or 
more ministry as volunteers – that is huge), to the unbelievable yet 
absolutely tangible example of so many giving their time and effort to 
create our new expanded space so our community can gather under one 
roof, to the youth reaching beyond here to the wider church and the 
people of God in need through the summer Mission trips, to the many 
ways members of SKD have become involved in giving of themselves for 
the sake of others be that Meals on Wheels, our efforts to help families 
in need at Christmas or the amazing response monthly to help stock 
food shelves for the sake of others, or the new effort beginning in 
collaboration with Lord of Life Church to help house the homeless or 
through those who will help with the other local churches to visit and 
bring Communion to Catholics in the local hospitals,  
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To the consistent commitment to personally grow in faith and share that 
experience in an inner-generational way through Generations of Faith –
part of our commitment to Life-long Faith Formation.  Those are only a 
few, but they are real – they are signs of the Holy Spirit within us and 
among us and witness our commitment in faith. 
 
But what is even deeper and what is essential to underpin the external 
expressions of our faith and our belonging is the personal response each 
of us must make to God’s call for us to be in relationship with Him – 
God who desires to be the very ground of our being; and thus the call of 
LENT. 
 
What does Lent invite us to?  In the words of our second reading for 
this anniversary celebration – “Do not conform yourselves to this age but 
be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that you may discern what is 
the will of God, what is good and pleasing and perfect.” (Romans 12:2-3) 
It is essentially a call to conversion, to repentance and it is ongoing for 
us – not just today, not just this Lent but always so that more and more 
we conform ourselves “not to this age” but to Christ.  It is the 
fundamental invitation made to everyone; it is about embracing more 
and more what our Baptism into Christ means and hopefully that 
invitation will for each of us reach its fulfillment in eternal life.   
 
The root meaning of the Greek noun for repentance (metanoia) means 
to make an about face and return, in this case to God.  Repentance, or 
turning away from one path to another, is not so much finding God as it 
is being found by God.  That sounds just like the experience of Moses in 
our first reading today – does it not? In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus tells 
the parable of a God who is patient and always ready to give people a 
second chance.  In Jesus’ parable of the fig tree, the gardener pleads on 
behalf of the fig tree and it is granted one more year to bear fruit. The 
year that Jesus proclaimed earlier in Luke’s Gospel, “the year of the 
Lord’s favor” (Luke 4:19), would be a year of forgiveness, restoration, 
and second chances. 
 
                                                       3.  
 
 



This parable should cause us all to wonder – what would I do if I had 
only a year left to live, only a short time in which to make up for the 
wrongs I have done and the opportunities that I’ve missed?  Really – 
how profoundly important would that year be?  We have the chance – 
every one of us, to do some serious fertilizing and hoeing so as to bear 
fruit in our lives.  Can we take to heart the lesson of the fig tree and live 
each day as a profound gift from God?  Perhaps some of us need the 
fertilizing that quiet time, or fasting, or spending more time in prayer, 
or celebrating the Sacrament of Reconciliation could provide.  Perhaps 
some of us need the hoeing that forgiveness of another, or some specific 
acts of kindness toward someone we take for granted, or giving of our 
financial resources to help those in need, or giving time in service could 
provide.  All of these say concretely that we are willing to die to self for 
the sake of others and that is the paradox of the parable of the fig tree.  
If we wish to bear fruit we must die to ourselves.  The choice before us 
every Lent is about dying: fruitful dying to self for the sake of others.  
The challenge is to not get caught up in “conforming to this age” to the 
things of this world and this life alone but to be “transformed” for the 
sake of Christ, Christ’s life in us and Christ in others.   
 
As we celebrate the anniversary of our founding, as we give thanks for 
what has been and say yes again to what can yet be, let us not forget 
that what will continue to sustain us the most as individuals and 
therefore continue to enrich and build this community into the parish 
that God desires it to be, is our own growth in being transformed more 
and more to Christ.  So permit me to end by quoting Saint Katharine 
who is both our patron and our model for living the life of Christ. 
 
“If we want, through the merits of Christ, to redeem any part of the world, 
it must be in following Him on the Way of the Cross, bearing our own 
cross after Him.  The action of all actions that we have to perform is to 
climb the hill of Calvary with Christ.  All other actions are preparatory in 
a way to the great essential sacrifice where Christ our Lord offers Himself 
daily for us, and we offer ourselves daily for Him.  Let us live out our 
offering.” (St. Katharine Drexel) 
 
[A compilation of my thoughts; those of the Rev. John F. Kavanaugh, S.J. in his The 
Word Engaged Meditations on the Sunday Scriptures, Cycle C; and Art Zannoni in 
his Journey Through Lent 2010 – Third Sunday of Lent (Year C).]            
                                                 4.      



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


